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ABOUT THE ARTIST:
Slicker Shy is an original bronze 
monument sculpture by noted 
Western artist Herb Mignery. 
Herb is a member of the Cowboy 
Artists of America as well as the 
National Sculpture Society of 
America. His small scale and 
monumental bronze sculptures 
are in private and corporate 
collections across the country. 

ABOUT THE SCULPTURE:
Created in 1998. It is 10 feet wide 
at the base, 18 feet tall, and 
weighs more than 5,500 pounds. 
It depicts a cowboy being thrown 
from a rearing horse. It illustrates 
experiences from Mignery's
childhood on a ranch when 
horses would spook at the sound 
of a rider’s wind-whipped rain 
slicker. 

“I feel that our attitude and our view of
our future can only be determined by an
examination of our ancestors, and the
society they created. Just as a weather
vane points toward the source of the
wind, it must also point to the direction
the wind is going. Likewise, we must
focus our attention both ways to avoid
losing those valuable lessons so
painstakingly learned by those before
us.“ - Herb Mignery



SLICKER SHY IN LEWISVILLE

The sculpture was loaned to the City of Lewisville by an art broker, 
SculptureWorks. It was installed in front of City Hall in August 2010. 

The installation received significant media coverage, including front-page 
treatment in the Lewisville Leader and the NeighborsGo section of the 
Dallas Morning News. It also received some television coverage. (City Cable 
LVTV video of installation -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RjcWVmwhD2w)

Slicker Shy was in place during five Western Days festivals (2010-2014). It 
also was featured on the cover of the Chamber of Commerce Community 
Directory in 2011 and the local Yellowbook telephone book in 2012. Photos 
of the sculpture were placed in at least three local restaurants (Jason’s Deli, 
Pizza Inn, Applebee’s). It was a frequent photo spot for visitors.

The city ultimately negotiated a discounted purchase price of $325,000.
The sculpture was removed by SculptureWorks in October 2014 after the 
attempt to purchase the piece fell through. The city did receive negative 
feedback from the public after the sculpture was removed, with many 
people saying they thought the piece belonged to the city rather than 
being on loan. As recently as 2017, the city received a social media 
comment asking about the location of Slicker Shy.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RjcWVmwhD2w
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FACEBOOK CONVERSATION (August 7, 2014)

Selected samples from among more than 100 comments:
• Oh, no! I knew this was probably his temporary home, but hoped his 

owners would forget where he was. He’s such a perfect fixture at City 
Hall.

• This is extremely disappointing to me. I wish I had the money to buy this 
for the city. We need big art at City Hall.

• I admit I was skeptical at first of purchasing the work, but it had become 
accepted as a part of the city and it fit in well where it was.

• Hindsight is always 20/20. I hate to see it go. Can we keep it?
• I’m really sad to be losing this. It is a huge part of Old Town and the city.
• Working on “Save Slicker” tshirts.
• I’m thinking that we missed an opportunity. Slicker Shy has become a 

landmark.
• We should organize a sit in. Or a sit on. Save Slicker!
• Is there a petition? Who should we be talking to if we want to keep the 

sculpture?
• Question is, can we get all of Lewisville to chip in and Save Our Slicker?
• I’m going to cry and my four grandkids are going to cry and we’ll all be 

miserable and embarrassed that we let our landmark get away.
• If everyone who ever took a picture with Slicker had paid $1, he’d have 

been bought before now.
• There HAS to be something that can be done.

Responding to:

“Might as well say 
goodbye to Slicker 
Shy. He’ll probably 
be gone before 
Western Days.”



NEW PURCHASE OPPORTUNITY

The owner of the sculpture, Chartres Lodging, offered in October 2019 to sell the sculpture to Lewisville for 
$400,000 or to lease it to the city for 30 years at a cost of $25,000 per year plus an annual 4% increase to that 
fee (resulting in a total cost of more than $1.4 million). Neither of these fit within the Public Art Program budget 
structure, so a counter was prepared and submitted by Arts Advisory Board Chairman Ken Lannin.

In February, the owner agreed in concept to the City’s counter of a $100,000 upfront payment and six annual 
payments of $50,000 each, for a total cost of $400,000. This would be an outright purchase, not a lease. This 
purchase structure would leave money in the annual Public Art Program budget for additional projects and 
purchases. The total cost would be less than a professional appraisal performed in 2014 by Pam Campbell that 
valued the sculpture at between $450,000 and $650,000. 

As a comparison, the total cost of the proposed purchase would be equal to a $325,000 loan (the negotiated 
purchase price in 2014) paid over six years at an interest rate of 6.275 percent.

Herb Mignery has retired, so there will never be another new monument-scale sculpture by him. Herb has 
expressed interest in seeing the work back in Lewisville even though he is not involved in this proposed 
transaction. Staff would invite him to any installation or dedication ceremony and perhaps could arrange to 
have other works by him on display in MCL Grand in a special exhibition.  





Conventional Loan
Interest Rate:  6.275%      Real APR: 6.101%

Amount Financed $325,000.00

Upfront Out-of-Pocket Fees $0.00

Payment Every Year $66,664.99

Total of 6 Payments $399,989.94

Total Interest $74,989.94

All Payments and Fees $399,989.94



ARTS ADVISORY BOARD:
At its February called meeting, the board 
voted unanimously to recommend the 
purchase of Slicker Shy for installation in 
front of Lewisville City Hall.



Questions?


